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Cork City 31oC 

Summer holidays 9th July 2026

Kinsale, Co. Cork to 
Creeslough, Co Donegal

Creeslough 18oC 
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• Third key point goes here
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A 2025 study found that 81% of Europeans 

had already adjusted their summer travel 

plans due to climate change.  

Extreme heat is starting to change the way we holiday, BBC News 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czxw6331grxo


STATS 

Tourism Ireland 

One third of overseas 
visitors to Ireland have 
changed holiday 
decisions to avoid 
extreme heat.

European Travel 

Commission 

People who change 
holiday plans:
16% actively seek 
destinations with milder 
temperatures
15% avoid destinations 
prone to extreme heat.

Trip.com

Searches for 
"coolcations“ up 237% 
year-on-year during the 
summer peak 2026.

UK Met Office 

Likelihood of summer 
like 2026 is now around 
130 times more likely 
because of climate 
change.

9



Searches for Ireland up 33% in 2026 

From a survey of Europe’s most searched and booked destinations for 2026

 Note searches did not convert to bookings

Spain, Italy, Portugal and Greece still lead in terms of absolute 

volume of bookings

Central and Northern European countries show the fastest 

year-on-year growth 

   GAP between online searches and bookings for Ireland in latest Amadeus/UN survey

 

https://www.travelextra.ie/ireland-tourism-sees-gap-between-online-searches-and-bookings-grown-in-latest-amadeus-un-survey/


Is this an opportunity 

for Northern Ireland?

11



RIVER CRUISES



Fewer cruises could cost the 
tourism sector in Hungary 

millions of dollars.



Erne System 



The number of boats registered on the Erne System has 
doubled since 2000



COOL SLEEPS





Northern 
Ireland for 
cool sleeps 



ACTIVE HOLIDAYS





Cool Walking Holidays – Causeway Coast 



Warning!  We are not immune…. 

22



Northern Ireland will experience 
hotter, drier summers, with 
greater extremes



Planning for the future 

• Access new markets for ‘coolcations’

• Reduce energy and water consumption

• Develop your sustainable offering to 

guests 

• Engage your employees 

• Be transparent about your actions 
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'We have forgotten how 

to be good guests, how 

to walk lightly on the 

earth as its other 

creatures do.'

Barbara Ward, 1972
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Thank you
tara@tarashine.com
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